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GRAPEVINE –  
January 1, 2012 

   TRINITYLUTHERAN  
           CHURCH                                     

                     Epiphany 2012                     
                                                                                                                                             612 Main Street                                                                        
                                                                                                                                  Westbrook, ME 04092 
 

Karen Indorf, Pastor                    Elsie Reese, Editor  

Phone – (207) 854-5653                                                                                   Phone – (207) 854-5653 

Email – pastor@trinitywestbrook.com                     Email – office@trinitywestbrook.com 
 

                            ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS 
 

“O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast, and our 
eternal home. “ (ELW #632) As we look back over the year past, our congregation has been blessed in 
many ways.  We started the year with two new and very important ministries – the weekly Community 
Meal and the monthly Rejoicing Spirits. Both have prospered and benefited people in our communities. 
For more information about the many blessings of the year past, please read your annual report, which 
will be available January 22. 
There is much to be hopeful for in the future.  We will be starting the year with a wonderful opportunity 
to deepen our faith through one of the Unbinding the Gospel studies, including a 40 day prayer journal. 
As we seek the Holy Spirit’s continual guidance and direction, we move forward into the new year with 
confidence and assurance, knowing that God will be with us as he is our rock and salvation.  
Wishing each one of you a blessed New Year.    Pastor Karen 

 
 

BY THE GRACE OF GOD THERE IS ALWAYS SOMETHING GOOD GOING ON AT TRINITY!! 
 
Because of the generosity of many, the following expressions of love were possible: 

 

Thirty three shoe boxes were filled with items children of various ages would 
enjoy and the boxes were then sent around the world with Samaritan’s Purse. 
 
 

 
 201 assorted items such as sweatshirts, scarves, hats, mittens, toiletries, socks, etc. 
were provided to Preble St for the homeless. 
 Toiletries and gift cards (for staff to purchase for the teens) were delivered to Long 
Creek Youth Center. 
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 Angel Tree Prison Ministry – Five children from three families and the children’s caregivers 
received gifts as requested by their incarcerated parent so that the children would not be forgotten.  
 Salvation Army “Be an Angel” tree – Five families (10 children and 5 mothers) were given 
Christmas gifts. 
 A Westbrook family was adopted and gifts were provided for three children and their parents.  A 
second family also received an anonymous basket of basic necessities and gifts for two children. 
 Alternative Gift Giving – The successful results of the gifting of animals, school supplies, a 
months food to feed a family, tools for farmers, etc.,  through Lutheran World Relief by eighteen people 
is to provide relief for the countries in the Horn of Africa dealing with the worst famine and drought in 
the past 60 years. 

 

 Fair trade coffee and chocolates were available for purchase to help small  
farmers  receive fair wages for their work. 
 

 

 

 

Thirty one “Care people” were visited before Christmas bringing cookies 
baked by loving hands and a green arrangement assembled by a talented 
crew using  donated greens. They were delivered to  parishioners and 
friends, one  as far away as Camden, Me.  
 

 

 Eighteen “Care people” were visited by fifteen Trinity carolers bringing   
smiles and some Christmas spirit in the form of favorite Christmas carols. 
 

 

 

 

Rejoicing Spirits --  

                   
Photos  by Shawn Patrick Ouellette/The Portland Press Herald 

 

On the third Sunday of December, we had a wonderful Rejoicing Spirits worship service with over 50 
persons attending and a new guitarist, Matt , accompanying Trisha on violin. At our fellowship meal we 
were able to present a gift bag to each of our disabled guests and their attendants.  
 
Please check out the story about Rejoicing Spirits that appeared in the Portland Press on December 
19th, complete with a great picture of Jenny. It is also posted on the bulletin board. 
http://www.pressherald.com/news/able-to-rejoice-together_2011-12-19.html?searchterm=rejoice 
 

http://www.pressherald.com/news/able-to-rejoice-together_2011-12-19.html?searchterm=rejoice
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UPCOMING 
 
 

REHEARSING FOR THE EPIPHANY PAGEANT:  The annual Sunday School 
pageant will be held on Epiphany Sunday, January 8th during worship. Come 
and support our young people and our Sunday School as they proclaim the 
story of Jesus in word and song. 
 

UNBINDING THE HEART:  This past fall, we had two studies based on the book, Unbinding the 
Gospel.  Because of such a positive response to this study, at least two more classes will be 
offered over a six week period beginning the week of January 8 and ending before Lent. One 
class will begin on Tuesday, January 10 from 6:30-8:00 and another on Thursday, January 12 
from 12:00-1:30. If warranted, another class will be scheduled on Thursday evening from 6:30 – 
8:00. Sign up sheets are on the table outside the church office and on the table in fellowship 
hall. My prayer is that each one of you will seriously consider this invitation to deepen your 
faith. 
 

ADULT FORUM:  Our Sunday Adult Forum, which meets from 9:15-10:00, will begin a new study 
on January 8th. It is called "The Greatest Story: Jesus" and will take us through the gospel 
narratives of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, exploring the life and ministry of Jesus. All are 
invited to join us. 
 

DEADLINE- YEAR END REPORTS – Midnight – Mon., Jan. 9. - in Elsie’s office. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING:  The Annual Meeting of the congregation will be held after services on 
January 29th. The agenda will include the election of new council members and the passing of 
the annual budget.  The annual written report from the council, committees, and the pastor will 
be available on Sunday, January 22nd.   
 

CONFIRMATION:  Confirmation class will resume on January 8th from 4:00-6:00. 
 

ONGOING 
 

WORSHIP AT TRINITY  on Sundays at 10:30am. 
 

ADULT FORUM on Sundays at 9:15am 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL on Sundays at 9:30am. 
 

ETHIOPIAN AND ERITREAN FELLOWSHIP IN SONG AND PRAYER – Our Ethiopian and Eritrean 
brothers and sisters from Westbrook and greater Portland are meeting weekly at Trinity every 
Saturday at 3:00pm in the fellowship hall for a Celebration of Prayer and Praise in their native 
languages. 
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 REJOICING SPIRITS – Third Sunday in the month at 4:00pm:  Casual and user friendly for  
those with disabilities or mental challenges.  We 
have a sign language interpreter.  Sister Carol 
Weaver, Lutheran Deaconess is assisting with this 
ecumenical ministry.  Families and caregivers , as 
well as anyone else who would like to attend is 

invited.  A fellowship meal follows.  Looking for volunteers... perhaps to play keyboard, guitar, 
drums, or any other musical instrument.  Contact Pastor Karen. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY:   First Wednesday of the month at 9:30am. 
 

 PRAYER GROUP – Meets Wednesday at 11:15.  Many prayer concerns have been lifted 
up and many thanksgivings raised.  We invite all who cannot attend to consider praying 

with us at 11:15 on Wednesday from wherever you are at that time. 
 

SENIOR SAINTS:  Every third Wednesday of the month, Sr. Saints meet at 11:00am at North 
Deering Congregational Church,  and then sing at a health care facility at 2:00pm.  
 

PAUL’S PALS:  Will be singing at the Inn at Village Square, Gorham, Sunday, January 
22, at 2:00pm. 

 
COMMUNITY MEAL:  Every Wednesday at the Mission Possible Teen Center, from 
4:30-6pm,  a meal is served for anyone in the community.  It is sponsored by 
Trinity Lutheran Church doing food prep, serving and cleanup, and the Wayside 

Food Programs providing  the ingredients. 
 
 

POTPOURRI 
 

NEW MEMBERS: 
On December 11th, we took in eight new members. To help you to get to know them, here is a 
mini – bio on each of them. 
Elena is originally from Rumania and is retired from working for many years at a welding 
company. She lives in Westbrook with her daughter who attends college. Elena loves plants and 
has a beautiful garden. She also does lovely needlework. 
Howard is from Windham, although he worked in shipyards in California for many years. He 
also ran a variety store from which he retired. He has two sisters and a brother in the area. 
Howard was baptized on November 19th, 2011 at the Nursing Center where he currently 
resides. 
Kelly - Kelly and her husband  moved to Steuben, Maine from Middlesex County, New Jersey, 
about 14 years ago. Kelly assisted with restoring her family homestead where they lived until 
2010.  Kelly is a stay at home Mom, currently looking for office work, either full or part time. In 
Steuben she enjoyed gardening and raising her daughter. 
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Mike - Mike is married to Kelly and also worked on the family homestead in Steuben. They now 
live in Scarborough. Mike works at Maine Shellfish, delivering seafood to local restaurants. Both 
he and Kelly were expert wreath makers at our Advent workshop. 
Christine is 11 years old and attends school in Scarborough. She is learning how to knit and 
enjoyed making a gingerbread house at our Advent workshop.  She is looking forward to being 
in the Epiphany pageant. 
Carey moved here from Grafenwoehr, Germany, an hour NE of Nuremberg, where he and his 
wife lived for nearly 24 years. He worked as a financial counselor for Army soldiers and their 
families. He is now retired and likes to garden, travel, and collect stamps. 
Peggy worked in Germany as a first grade teacher for the children of Army soldiers. She is also 
retired and likes reading, cooking, traveling, and taking care of her newborn granddaughter.  
Challa is from Ethiopia where he was a social worker and a leader in his church with singing, 
preaching, prayer, and spiritual drama. . He has been in America since April 4, 2010 and works 
for Lutheran Social Services as a Direct Support Worker and Certified Medication Aid, as well as 
part time for McDonalds. Challa is an active leader in the Ethiopian and Eritrean Saturday 
worship. He loves spiritual music and nature.  
 

 
NEW SIGNS AT TRINITY:  --  Check them out! 
 
 
 

MONTHLY GRIEF SUPPORT MEETINGS IN WINDHAM:  VNA Home Health Hospice offers 

monthly grief support meetings in Windham on the first Tuesday of the month from 6:00 ï 7:30 

PM at the North Windham Union Church, 723 Roosevelt Trail, Rt. 302, Windham.  
 

GORHAM CANCER PRAYER AND SUPPORT GROUP meets the first Tuesday of every month at 
6:00 to 7:30 pm.  “If you’re looking for the support during or after your involvement with 
cancer, please join us.”  Phone:  (207) 839-3111.  Website:  http://www.cresseyrdumc.org. 

 

THANK YOU 
 

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 
 

 All the people who so generously donated to the programs sponsored by Social 
Ministry.  You made a huge difference to many, many lives. 
 Jane who made many deliveries.   
 Bell Ringers who rang the bell all day and evening for the Salvation Army.   Shelly, 
TomP., Brenda and Ethan, Carla, Christina, Doug, Jane, Amanuel and Fente. 
 Betty and Charles, Pastor Karen, and Jane for their shifts in hosting during the afternoon 
and evening at the Festival of Trees. 
 Brenda, Myrna, and Jane for setting up and decorating our tree at the Festival of Trees 
with the Danish ornaments that have become a tradition. 
 Kevin and Amanuel for setting up the Alternate Gift-giving Program. 
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(“Thank you to” continued) 
 Abera, Brenda, and Jane for setting up and decorating the large tree for the sanctuary. 
 Ellen Bartlett who decorated the church with wreaths, window ornaments, and pew 
candles. 
 All the cookie bakers who baked such delicious cookies so lovingly and to the people 
who made the green arrangements for delivery to our “care people.” 
 All the people who made the deliveries to our “care people.” 
 The carolers who brought cheer to our “care people.” 
 Paul’s Pals who sang at the Westbrook Senior Center luncheon. 
 All the people who are not mentioned here who made a huge difference to the lives of 
other people. 
 

THANK YOU FROM: 
 

MISSION POSSIBLE TEEN CENTER:  “Dear Trinity Lutheran Church – Thank you for supporting 
the teen center.  You’ve been a good friend to us!  We love that you,re our neighbor.  Sincerely 
yours, Hamza Age 12.” 
 

MISSION POSSIBLE TEEN CENTER:  “Thank you so much for your generous donation. You funded one kid 
for an entire year!  Woo-hoo!  Your support is both kind and loving.  Thank you for your concern.  You 
have been a great friend to us and we are humbled by your go-get-“em attitude!  We love our TLC-ers 
on Wednesday nights!  Thanks so much for helping us.  Warmly, Donna (Executive Director). 
 

BETTY:  “Blessings to all of you and many “thank yous” for my cards, letters AND my lovely 
cookies and sweet Christmas Tree and mug (for my cup of tea to go with my cookies!!)  I hope 
to see you all in 2012.  Betty.” 
 
GINNIE:  “Have a blessed Christmas – God’s blessings to everybody.  Thank you so much for all 
the things you have done and are doing for Karen & me.  Love, Ginnie.  Such a beautiful card 
you sent me!  Thanks & the cookies were hmm good.” 
 
MARTHA:  “Dear Friends,  Thank you for the enjoyable visit.  That was a long trip for you to 
make! **  Thank you for the beautiful bouquet, the little animal, and the plate of goodies and 
the nice Christmas card.  The cookies were delicious!  I enjoy receiving Home Touch and the 
Grapevine with all the church news.  It is always a pleasure to talk with Pastor Indorf and Jane S.  
Both of you are so friendly and fun to be with.  Thank you again.  Love, Martha.           
** Martha lives in Camden, Maine. 
 

WAYSIDE FOOD PROGRAMS:  “To All the Members of Trinity Lutheran – It is with deep 
appreciation we wish to thank you for all you have done to support Wayside and to help serve 
our community.  More than that, you have helped to serve in a way that builds community and 
strengthens individuals sense of place proving to some of our most vulnerable community 
members that they are loved and there is a place for them to feel warmly welcomed.  This is 
what the season is about.  This is putting the Spirit of Christmas into every day.  Your group’s 
dedication is a blessing that reaches far beyond the meals.  Peace, joy and love to you all!  All of 
us here at Wayside.” 
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WAYSIDE FOOD PROGRAMS:  Thank you so much for your generous gift of $355.00 to support 
Wayside Food Programs and Food Rescue.  This donation which represents your special offering 
on Thanksgiving will help feed families with children, seniors with few social supports, and 
others at risk of hunger.  In addition, it will provide food pantries and kitchens with needed 
food.  You and others like you make our work possible.........Obviously no one person can stem 
the tide of hunger alone.  Together we have a chance.  Thank you for being part of the effort.   
We are also very pleased with the enormous success of your weekly community meals!  Mary  – 
President, Wayside Board of Directors.  

 
 
 

JUST FOR LAUGHS:  While delivering meals to elderly shut-ins, I took my 4 year old daughter on 
my rounds.  She was unfailingly intrigued by the various appliances of old age, particularly the 
canes, walkers and wheelchairs.  One day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a 
glass.  As I braced myself for the inevitable barrage of questions, she merely turned and 
whispered,  “The tooth fairy will never believe this!” 
 

 
 
 
 


